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economy campaign undoubtedly caused the accumulation of arrears
of necessary works; and since that time the pressure of work in the
city departments, together with the apparently inevitable delays
involved in getting ministerial consent for loans, has made it very
difficult to work them off. This is indicated very clearly by the gaps
between the capital expenditure authorised by council and estimated
for, and that actually made in any year. In the year 1935-6, for
instance, provision was made for a capital expenditure of about
£526,000, while only £540,000 was actually spent. Until recently
there has been no person or committee in the city council responsible
for producing any co-ordinated plan for capital development over
a number of years, and this has certainly accounted in part for the
confusion and delay which has occured. There is now a special
'republic works* committee, but it is too early yet to judge its efficacy.
Capital expenditure by the county councils has been on a much
smaller scale, and in the Survey Area itself has been almost confined
to major road improvements, such as the southern by-pass and the
reconstruction of the Abingdon and Culham bridges, in Berkshire,
and of the canal and railway crossings on the Banbury and Wood-
stock roads, in Oxfordshire. The county councils had, up to 1936,
managed to avoid heavy capital expenditures on schools and health
services for the rapidly growing 'urban fringe3 by arrangements for
the use by 'county* residents of the facilities provided by the city;
but it is clear that there are limits to the extensions of such co-
operation, and that heavy outlay will soon have to be incurred
by the county councils themselves. Capital expenditure by the
county district authorities was considerably greater than that by
the county councils, but owing to boundary changes and other com-
plications, comparable figures could not tie obtained for the whole
six years. The expenditure in 1935-6 is summarized in Table 54.
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Capital expenditure by municipal boroughs and rural districts,
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